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Excerpts from Columbus’ Log
Question: Do these excerpts from Columbus' log provide us with any useful information about the native societies of these islands? For example, what?
Introduction
The sail by Admiral, Martin Alonzo and other sailors to these islands is a good source of evidence full of information about the societies living on these islands. The islands include Ferro, Azores and Lucayos. This paper gives evidence that indeed the excerpts are is a source of useful information about the various aspects of the societies living in these islands.
Useful information about the Natives of the Islands
There are various societies with variable features staying on different islands as evidenced by the sailors. For instance, at one of the Lucayos, Admiral discover people who are backward and poor thus still walking naked but easily convertible to a new faith through friendly relations. These people were also traders due to their ability to easily come to terms with strangers and begin to exchange their parrots, javelins and balls of cotton thread with articles such as glass beads and hawk’s bells. They were a people that also appreciated the art of painting evidenced by how they painted themselves in the face, body, eyes and even nose. Moreover, their appearance was evident that they belonged to no particular religion which could then make them easily convert to Christianity.
The log also reveals some animosity between the inhabitants of various islands. Admiral further discovers a people at an island close to Ferro in the Canaries. These were quite handsome compared to the others he heard seen. Some islanders from the north were fighters who constantly came to war with these inhabitants even though these were inoffensive individuals. They also had some who were curious due to their high desire to possess anything from the sailors. At Cipango Island, the individual staying at the three villages were worshippers of God since upon seeing the visitors, they welcome them thinking they had come from heaven thus giving them drinks and foods. The natives of these lands appreciate the art of adorning themselves with various precious items such as gold for instance at Fernandina island.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, it is indeed true that the excerpts from Columbus' log provide us with a lot of useful information about the native societies of these islands which then assists us to understand their cultures, religion and general way of life. This is revealed in the excerpts written on various dates and occasions that outlined the happenings and cultural aspects. The excerpts depict their dressing, how they handle visitors and their general perception of religion.
